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SAYS SOVIETS AWAIT CEANCE TO PURGE CHERVENKOV;
SOVIET POLICE FCRCE IN BULGARIA DESCRIBED

SPECULATES ON PREMIER'S VISIT TO MOSCOW -- Istanbul, Yeni Istanbul, 18 May 51

Bulgerian Premier Chervenkov recently visited the Kremlin to make certain ex-
planations which Moscow considered essentiml. Such trips cannot be considered an
indication of & long 1ife or even of & long tenure in office. On the contrary,
previous examples would indicate that Chervenkov will soon fall from sight. The
Premier is charged with inability to maintain discipline because he has not con-
formed completely to Moscow methods. It is belleved that Chervenkov was censured
for failure ¢ assure that the ministers in his cabinet conform strictly to

Soviet orders.

According to some reports, Chervenkov has fled to a foreign country, but
these reports are not true. The Bulgarian Premier was merely invited to Moscow.
However, it is true that this invitation was announced to him by a group of Soviet
police officials. Such a'situation is not conducive to any argument.

Premier Chervenkov apparently has become 311. The Moscow climate is said to
be good for certain illnesses. Chervenkov seems to have been subjected to & type i
of treatment in Moscow which has put others on the road to recovery or subjected !
them to a heart attack in a very short time. In the present instance, the ambu- !
lance was not called and no report was sent to the waiting Soviet docto. It is
not known whether or not Chervenkov gave the Kremlin satisfactory reports concern- .
ing the tragic situation in Bulgaria and whether or not he spoke of the fact - ;
that Communist measures have remained sterile, or of the secret but active re-
sistance of the peasants. Nelther can it be determined whether or not the fact
that Chervenkov has been left in office arises from his having won Moscow's con- :
fidence. Some persons claim that the Soviets left Chervenkov in office because 1
he could not be purged without serious political reverberations in the, Bastern ;
Bloc. To sacrifice Chervenkov, whom Soviet propagands has characterized as a :
dyed-in-the-wool Communist, would not have been prudent. However, Chervenkov ‘
has been condemned, and the Soviets are simply waiting for the first favorable

opportunity to oust him.
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Tt 1s possible that the discord between Chervenkov and Interior Minister
roptomov will provide the opportunity the Soviets seek. FYoptomov has long been
the spoiled child of Moscow., The two Bulgarian Commnist ~hieftsinsg hate esth
otzer; in fact. = violent quarrel occurred between them recently. Ia all proba-
bility Prptomov, acting on instructioms from the Soviets, has dug Chervenkov's

grave

Discord in the Bulgarian (ommunist Farty is jncreasing, and there is an ob-
vious lack of confidence in the Fatherlapd Front  ¥n tart, 1t wonld appear that
there are rertain "reactionsries" in the Rulgarian Panple’s Frogoht, such as fol-
iowers of Kostov and memhers of the former dgrarrgn Party 511 these elements

are charged with

‘ng ag:ots of Western capiral-sp In fart e Comnunist
Party 38 now * g iminate 1ta nowilling allres such a5 Soc1alists, members
of the Agrorian Party, and all nov 2falirists who s:isd 40 the establishment of
the present regime  These elements, wnichn are constlevad v nave heen re-
zoved from power, and some of thew bave Tewn put o toto lebor caeme

The prevalling dizcord in tee Fulgartan Commuzi srty e oz great that re-
cently tre fentral Tempittes waz obligsd to purge sig o3 ! Moreover,
the Vise-President of the National 43 3 : haer ramoved from office and ex-
pellad from the party on charges of heving seho qge agricultaral production.

Thiz vear & harvest amount: tc only ors eighth of trat »ormalty obtained

BULGARIAN POLICE TERROR DESCRIBED -. Istapbul. ¥Yeny Ietanbul, 172 May S1

Soviet "eivizers" :n Bulgaria have c~:tablizhed a apecial police orgaunization
uoder their direct -ontrol, bassd on their syperience in the MVD  This police

force, whizh poivasses wnlimited authority, <ae place under ohzervation or arrest
enyone it 4esires. whether he be 2 cabinet winister a high.ranking official, or

evep a security iuspecter. This

police sercurity ~rganization 15 supported by
wilitia aod other spacial groups. Evsry citizenm 1s nnder close ~hservation., The
Stekavitsa groups, which were attached to the Minister of the Interior until 1950,
were composed of true Communists, Now their aame hax been Russisnized to Bazal,
These groups &re equiprped vith jJeeps, motercycles, trucks, radio eguipment, and
every other facility wnich would rrmeedily enable tnem te intervens in any inci-
dent that occurs  Any demonstration, regardles: of 113 nature or vwhere it ogours,
is stamped out immedistely

st Bulgsr:a espetiaily. a 2230-hours curfew

is in effect. This curfew 15 not applie2 in ths villagss, even 50, 1O one is
courageous or stupid enough to venture outside wis home after derk  Anyone not
abiding by the curfew knows that he will be chsrged with plotting or working in
Besidee, Communist patrole make the idea unpleasant.

In the cities apnd towns of so.thye

resistance networks.

Bulgarian prisons are filled with tep: of thousands of people called "reaction-
aries." In fect, prisons are mo lopger sufficient, and many cawps have bLeen &8-
tablished for those sentenced to hard lebor. The Comwunilst autnorities send to
these camps all persons who fail to win +he copnfidence of the regime. The normal
stay at these camps 18 6 - 12 monthe. but the time can be extended indefinitely.
There are persons who have been {n =zuch camps for the puet k years. The inmates,
who camnot get good food ant who generally sleep on the ground, are under the con-
stant control of Commurist politicel commisssre. The ~amps are encivcled with wire

entanglements and are guarded by doga.

Fifteen hundred convicts work in the minee and brick factories in Bogdanov
and Pernik [;ow Dimitrovg7, Some camps axe located on the banks of the Danube,
and dangerous sgitators are kept on islands in the river, The inmates also in-
clude Communists branded as Titoists. There 1s a speciel women's camp at Noriadevo
nesr Tutrekap in Dobrudzhs. There are 30,000 Comrunist prisoners in Dimitrovo,
Belene, and Nasarevo, About 4,000 go-callsl reactiovary Turkish and Bulgarian

families are kept in Sliven,
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REPORT BALF MILLION SOVIETS SETTLED IN BULGARIA -- Istanbul, Yeni Istanbul,
11 May 51

Edicne, 10 May -- The following report was obtained from a refugee from
Silistre who asked that his name not be disclosed; "The Bulgarians expect the UN
armies 4t any moment, dbut despite this, 6,000 people who revolted against the
present Bulgerisu regime bave fled to the Balken mountains. The Bulgarian government
was thrown into panic when it learned that a cavalry and an infantry company which
it had sent to stsmp out the activities of these guerrillas had instead joined
them., Following this incident, 500,000 Soviet civilians vere settled in Sofia

and vicinity."

The source declared that the informetion came from & Bulgarian who loved
freedom &85 he does but who could not flee the country because be feared for the

‘ fate of his famidy.
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